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Profile of Female Juvenile Offenders

INTRODUCTION

When one imagines a "juvenile offender," we usually imagine teenage males, rough,
independent, defiant, physically aggressive and driven by testosterone. Young females,
however, are perceived as meek, dependent, passive and incapable of aggressive,
violent acts or criminal offences. However, reality speaks otherwise. Official statistics
from the Police Intelligence Department of Singapore showed that approximately 30%
of the juveniles arrested for offences in the years 1998 and 1999 were females. In the
year 2000, statistics showed an increase to 35%". The types of offences ranged from
shoplifting and theft to offences of robbery and even of murder.

Thus, a close examination of the profiles of female youth offenders is called for,
specifically researching factors (such as parenting) which may be correlated with deviant
or dysfunctional behaviors. This bulletin is therefore dedicated to an identification of
the profiles of female youths who committed criminal offences in Singapore as well as
of their family profiles. Particularly, we will focus on the parenting styles related to
female juvenile offending.

In this examination of 155 female juveniles, from 1998 and 1999
cases, we are taking another step towards profiling with
reintegration and rehabilitation of offenders in mind. The essence
of the Restorative Justice model of the Juvenile Court of Singapore
centres around the concept that deterrent or punitive sentences
are sometimes necessary, but that as overall objectives,
rehabilitation through a thorough understanding of developmental
research and cultural norms are instrumental and critical. Further,
it is not merely institutionalisation of a wayward youth, but the
holistic restoration of a family milieu which will best affect the
reintegration of a productive, young person back into society.
Finally, though studies abound in the field, a localised study within
the context of a Singaporean, Asian society is most relevant in
the development of Restorative Justice.

! police Intelligence Department (March 2000) OSingapore Crime Situation: Jan-Dec 2000 News ReleaseO.
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I Background of Offences

The proportion of female juveniles arrested out of the total number of juvenile arrests
indicates the degree of female involvement in criminal offences. This section will further
analyse the characteristics of the offences as well as the reasons cited by the female
juveniles for offending.

Types of Offences

From the data gathered, the most common offence amongst female juveniles is
shoplifting (49.0%). The other offences included theft (15.4%), rioting (9.7%), unlawful
assembly (7.1%), robbery (7.1%), affray (6.5%) and theft in dwelling (6.5%). A more
detailed breakdown of female juvenile offences is shown in Figure 1.

Figure 1
Types of Offences

Shoplifting 49.0
Theft | 154
Rioting 9.7

Unlawful assembly | NN 7.1

Robbery 7.1

Theftin dwelling | 65

Affray 6.5
Fraudulant possession [ 5.8

Extortion 5.2

Voluntarily causing hurt |l 45

lllegal distribution of films 3.9

Types of Offences

Consumption of drugs |[Ji] 3.2

Attempted robbery 2.6
Criminal breach of trust JJfj 1.9
Possession of drugs 1.9
Attempted theft JJij 1.9
Possession of dangerous instruments 1.3
False information [J] 1.3

Others* 6.6

%

*Others refer to vandalism, unauthorised access to internet, possession of
obscene films, house trespass, burning of flag, possess I/C of others,
overstaying and criminal intimidation.

Note: Figures do not add up to 100% as each juvenile may be involved in
more than one of the activities.
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Frst Attempts, Number of Charges and People Involved

A majority of these juveniles started offending at age 14 (30.4%) and 15 (48.3%).
80.0% of them were caught on their first attempts. The data shows that the average
number of charges for each female juvenile case is 3.1.

They generally committed their offences in small groups of not more than 5 people
(93.2%). 24.8% of them made their attempts alone and 68.4% of them offended with

2 to 5 accomplices (Table 1).

Table 1

Number of people involved in the offences

No. of People Involved Percent

1 24.8%
2 20.6%
3 20.8%
4 15.9%
B 11.1%
6 or more 6.8%

A closer examination of the most common offence committed by the female juveniles,
i.e. shoplifting, showed that 73.0% of them offended in groups. Only 27.0% shoplifted
alone. Thus, it appears that this criminal activity is less individualistic and more social

as an offending behaviour.
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I_ocations of Offences Committed

Offence locations tended to understandably be places which were also favourite spots
for social activities. 31.0% of the offences were committed in departmental stores,
27.1% in general shops, 12.9% in supermarkets and 8.4% in shopping centres. Other
places included residential areas (27.1%), public areas (16.8%), such as ATM machines,
pavements and corridors, carparks (11.0%) and schools (5.2%). Details of other
common locations where female juveniles commit offences are shown Figure 2.

Figure 2
Types of Locations

Deparmental stores | 1.0

General Stores 27.1

Residential Areas | 2!

Public Areas 16.8

supermarkets. | > 5

Carpark 11.0

Shopping Centres | .

Schools 5.2

MRT Station/Bus-stop | 3.2

Toilets 3.2

Police Stations | 2.6

Parks 1.9

Coffeeshop [l 1.9

Backlane 1.9

Eating houses [li] 13

Pharmacies 1.3

Types of Locations

Recreation Centre [JJij 1.3

Others* 3.6

%

*QOthers refer to bushes, discotheques, bazaar, pawn shop, petrol station and road block.
Note: Figures do not add up to 100% as each juvenile may be involved in more than
one of the activities.
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Reasons for Offending

There were four major reasons cited by the female juveniles for committing the offences.
71.0% of the girls mentioned greed, 65.8% claimed that it was due to peer influence,
45.8% cited financial reasons, such as for daily expenses, and 34.8% offended to seek
excitement and relieve boredom. 9.7% of them said that they were helping a friend,
7.7% of them said that they had to carry out the gang duties of collecting money and
going for settlement talks with other gang members. The other reasons are included
in Figure 3 below. The key motivating factor seems to an internally driven motivation
(greed) although the externally driven motivation of peer pressure also played a major
role in offending.

Figure 3
Reasons for Offending

g e

Peer influence/pressure 65.8
Financial reasons | /5.5
Seek excitement/relief boredom 34.8
Help a friend | ©.7
Disliked victim 7.7
2 Gang duy | 7.7
2 Habit 71
Q
o Ignorance [ s.2
o Curiosity 1.9
%)
§ Anger Jji] 1.9
8 Forced 1.9
a4

Mischief - 1.9
Revenge 1.3
Self defence | 1.3
Addiction 1.3
Relief stress ] 1.3

Others* 1.8

%

*Others refer to temptation, showing off and impulse.
Note: Figures do not add up to 100% as each juvenile may be involved in more
than one of the activities.
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[ Social Background

From the analysis of the profile of the offences committed by the female juveniles, it
appears that criminal activity for female juveniles is very much a social activity. Thus,
it makes the social background of the female juveniles an important factor in their
profiling.

: ;ocial Activities

Shopping is the most popular activity amongst these female juveniles. About 51.0%
of them engage in this (Figure 4). It appears to tie in with the most common offence
of shoplifting which female juveniles were involved in. Other common activities include
going to the arcade (39.4%), going to the movies (35.5%), chatting (26.5%), simply
loitering or hanging around as a group (21.3%), and frequenting discotheques, pubs
and karaoke lounges (11.0%). 45.2% of them were involved in sports. Of those who
enjoy sports, 21.4% go bowling, 18.6% played billiards and 15.7% engaged in
skateboarding.

Figure 4
Social Activities of Female Juveniles

Shopping 51.0
sports | 5.2
Arcade Games 394

Movies | :: 5
8 Chatting 26.5
E Loiering | 1.3
< Disco/Pub/KTV 11.0
E Tea Dance [N 77
% BBQ 2.6

Religious Activities [JJij 2.6
Dance Practices 1.9
Chalet Jjj 1.3

Others* 4.2

0.0 10.0 20.0 30.0 40.0 50.0 60.0
%

*Others refer to activities such as going to the library, listening to music, playing
mahjong, partying, playing guitar, studying or doing social work.

Note: Figures do not add up to 100% as each juvenile may be involved in more than
one of the activities.

I
O
o
<
L
()]
L
o




Constant Companions

It was noted that 69.0% of the female juveniles usually hang out with their schoolmates,
39.4% of them with their boyfriends, 23.9% associated with their neighbourhood friends,
6.4% of them were in the company of siblings, another 6.4% were with gang members
and 3.2% of them with relatives (e.g. cousins).

Degree of Peer Influence

Out of the 155 female juveniles, 119 (i.e. 76.8%) of them reported strong peer influence
whilst only 29 (18.7%) of them had minimal peer influence.

Il JUVENILE TRAITS

Having explored the nature of offences committed and the social factors, this section
now analyses the profile in terms of the personal traits of the juveniles examined.

F)ersonal Traits and Behaviour

21.9% of the 155 female juveniles exhibited a lack of
temporal control. The actions of these individuals were
basically driven by short-term gratification without
consideration for long-term consequences. They were
impulsive, impatient, uninhibited in behaviour, bad
tempered, had low frustration tolerance and sought fun
and excitement without consideration of the
consequences for wayward actions.

13.5% of them were susceptible to peer pressure and
influences, impressionable, easily manipulated and
influenced by others.

12.9% confessed to a lack of discipline, self-restraint
and self-control.

12.3% were identified to have a habit of pilfering. This
could be a compulsive behaviour that needs to be
appropriately addressed.

7.7% of these girls were reported to be defiant and
rebellious.

4.5% lacked commitment, motivation and direction for
the future. This could have limited their expectation of
what the future holds for them and were thus they were
less willing to think of the future consequences. Without
this vision for the future, they may also be less inclined
to practice good behaviour in order to achieve future
goals and objectives.
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